
Family Activity Kit #2:  Folk Tales

TALK: 

READ: 

Play a simple storytelling game with your child. Color and cut out the fairy tale pictures included

in this kit to use as prompts. Choose a picture and make up the first line of a story, i.e. "Once

upon a time, there was a mysterious castle and very grumpy old cat lived there." Then, ask your

child to tell you "what happened next?" Take turns adding to the story in this way.

SING:  "Where is Thumbkin?"

Where is Thumbkin?  Where is Thumbkin? 

Here I am!  (bring right fist to front with thumb sticking up)

Here I am! (bring left fist to front with thumb sticking up)

How are you today, sir? (bob right thumb up and down)

Very well, I thank you, (bob left thumb up and down)

Run away, (put right fist behind back)

Run away (put left fist behind back)

Repeat with Pointer (pointer finger), Tall Man (middle finger), Ring Man (ring finger), Pinky

(little finger), and Family (all fingers, sing "here we are")

This traditional fingerplay is sung to the tune of "Frere Jacques" and begins with both fists

behind the back.

Find it on Youtube: "Where is Thumbkin - Super Simple Songs"

Find video demonstrations and instructions on our Facebook page or salmonlibrary.org

Enjoy one of our classic or adapted Folk Tales from cultural traditions around the world!

What Happened Next?

The Talking Eggs: A Folktale from the American

South (J 398.2 SAN)

Rapunzel by Paul O. Zelinsky (J ZEL)

Anansi Does the Impossible: An Ashanti Tale by

Verna Aardema (E 398.2 AAR)

The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Anderson (E

398.2 AND)

The Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett (E 398.2 BRE)

Chicken Little by Rebecca Emberley (E 398.2

EMB)

Nian, The Chinese New Year Dragon: A Beastly

Tale by Virginia Loh-Hagan (E 398.2 LOH)

Puss in Boots by Charles Perrault (E 398.24

PER)

The Grasshopper And the Ants by Jerry Pinkney

(E 398.2 PIN)

The Three Silly Billies by Margie Palatini (E PAL)

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale

by John Steptoe (E STE)

Nobody Asked the Pea by John W. Stewig (E

STE)

The Three Pigs by David Wiesner (E WIE)

Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China

by Ed Young (E YOU)



You will need: 

WRITE: 

PLAY: 

Find video demonstrations and instructions on our Facebook page or salmonlibrary.org

Little Bo Peep's Yarn-Wrapped Sheep

This makes a nice finished product, or a handy reusable activity to keep your little one busy!

Wooden sheep template (included)

Length of white yarn (included)

Scissors

Liquid glue (optional)

Step 1: (Optional) If you'd like for the yarn to stick as you wrap, use a paint brush or stick to

spread a thin layer of glue on one side of the sheep. This can make the project a little messy.

Step 2: Show your child how to grasp the sheep with their non-dominant hand while winding

yarn around the sheep with their dominant hand. If this is difficult, try holding the sheep for

your child while they focus on wrapping; or take turns wrapping so that you can regularly pull

the yarn tight. For very young children, have them hold the sheep while you wrap. Try to make

the layers of yarn next to each other rather than on top of each other so that you are able to

cover the entire surface of the sheep.

Step 3: When you reach the end of the yarn, tuck the end under a previous layer and tie a knot,

or glue down the loose end. Alternatively, leave the sheep unfinished so that your child can

unwrap and re-wrap the sheep as an activity later on.

There Was a Crooked Man - Gross Motor Game

Use tape, paper or string to make a zigzag (crooked) line on your floor or in your yard. Invite your

child to walk the line, without stepping off. Make it more challenging by incorporating other

movements down the line: bunny hops, bear crawls, tiptoes, crab walks, etc.

 Earn a Bonus Ticket!

Share a picture/video of your child completing the yarn-wrapping activity on Facebook or

Instagram and tag @salmonpubliclibrary

Email a picture/video of the activity to salmonlibrary1@gmail.com

Bring in your finished sheep for us to snap a photo!

Do one of the following and check in at the circulation desk on or before Saturday July 25:


